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Welcome/Opening Prayer

Review

Definition of Evil: That which causes harm

Two kinds of evil: Moral - Human & Physical - Natural
Most Complicated and Difficult Question in Theology
Theodicy is speaking of God in light of moral and physical evil
Question: How do we speak of an all loving and powerful God in the face of evil?
The Fall: Explains the Gap

Between the way things are and the way things should be
The way things are

Sin, Brokenness and Evil
The ways things should be

Holy living, Wholeness and Goodness

God’s Way
If there is a gap between the way things are and the way things should be
Then we need a bridge
Bridge is Jesus Christ
Jesus’ ministry, death and resurrection embodies the bridge

Luke 4: 1-13

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the
wilderness, *where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during
those days, and when they were over, he was famished. *The devil said to him, "If you are the
Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread." *Jesus answered him, "It is
written, 'One does not live by bread alone.""

*Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the
world. °And the devil said to him, "To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it
has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. “If you, then, will worship me, it
will all be yours." *Jesus answered him, "It is written,

"Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.

’Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple,
saying to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, '*for it is written,
' and 'On their hands they will

"m
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'He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,
bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.



“Jesus answered him, "It is said, 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test."" "When
the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.

“Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report
about him spread through all the surrounding country. "He began to teach in their
synagogues and was praised by everyone.

The Wilderness
Jesus resisted the power of evil
Refused to secure his own survival
Refused to establish his own political system
Refused to abuse God’s power
Promise of Evil to return

Jesus’ Ministry
Preaching
Sermon on the Mount: Matthew 5-7
Beatitudes: Matthew 5:
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
*Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
*Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will
be filled.
’Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
*Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
’Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven.
"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account “Rejoice and be glad, for
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.
Reversal of Values of Evil
Table Fellowship
Clean vs Unclean World View
Social Order
Jesus ate with everyone
Luke 19:1-9, Zacchaeus
Healings
Raising of Lazarus John 11:1-44
Reveals the power of God



Luke 23:32-44

?Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him.
*When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. [ *Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for
they do not know what they are doing."]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. **And the
people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, "He saved others; let him
save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!" **The soldiers also mocked him,
coming up and offering him sour wine, *and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save
yourself!" *There was also an inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews."

*One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are you
not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" “But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? * And we indeed have been
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done
nothing wrong." “Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."
“He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise."

“Tt was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon, “while the sun's light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. *Then
Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands I commend my spirit." Having
said this, he breathed his last. ¥When the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God
and said, "Certainly this man was innocent."

Cross
Weaknesses
Sin
Suffering
Injustice
Death
Evil

Luke 24: 36-49

*While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to
them, "Peace be with you." VThey were startled and terrified, and thought that they were
seeing a ghost. *He said to them, "Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your
hearts? *Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is [ myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost
does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have." **And when he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his feet. *While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he
said to them, "Have you anything here to eat?" “They gave him a piece of broiled fish, ¥and
he took it and ate in their presence.

*Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with
you — that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms
must be fulfilled." ®Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, “and he said to



them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third
day, “and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. *You are witnesses of these things. ¥ And see, [ am
sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been
clothed with power from on high."

Resurrection
Strength
Forgiveness
Peace
Justice
Life
Salvation

St. Augustine
That which has not been assumed cannot be redeemed

Jesus is the bridge that fills the gap caused by the fall.
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