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Welcome/Opening Prayer
Review

Elijah’s Ministry
Expose False gods and Reveal the one true God

Israel in the time of David and Solomon was unified
Strong Nation

Solomon’s Son’s Divided Israel up into two parts
Northern Kingdom: Israel
Capital: Samaria
Southern Kingdom: Judah
Capital: Jerusalem

King Jeroboam of Israel
Shift the Religious Focus from Jerusalem
Accepted the Worship of other gods
Mostly notably, Baal
Generation after generation, each king followed this practice
King Ahab
Married Jezebel who worshipped Baal
Built Temples to Baal

1 Kings 16:29-34

In the thirty-eighth year of King Asa of Judah, Ahab son of Omri began to reign over
Israel; Ahab son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty-two years. Ahab son of Omri
did evil in the sight of the LORD more than all who were before him.

And as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam son of
Nebat, he took as his wife Jezebel daughter of King Ethbaal of the Sidonians, and went and
served Baal, and worshiped him. He erected an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he
built in Samaria. Ahab also made a sacred pole. Ahab did more to provoke the anger of the
LORD, the God of Israel, than had all the kings of Israel who were before him. In his days
Hiel of Bethel built Jericho; he laid its foundation at the cost of Abiram his firstborn, and set
up its gates at the cost of his youngest son Segub, according to the word of the LORD, which
he spoke by Joshua son of Nun.



False Gods
Create a List
What is the Church’s responsibility with respects to false gods?

Elijah’s Identity
Identifying People of Faith

How do you know when you are interacting with a Christian?

1 Kings 17:8-24

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, Go now to Zarephath, which
belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you. So he set
out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was there
gathering sticks; he called to her and said, "Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may
drink." As she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, "Bring me a morsel of bread in
your hand." But she said, "As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a
handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I
may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die." Eljjah said to
her, "Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and
bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your son. For thus says the
LORD the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail
until the day that the LORD sends rain on the earth." She went and did as Elijah said, so that
she as well as he and her household ate for many days. The jar of meal was not emptied,
neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD that he spoke by Eljjah.

After this the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, became ill; his illness was
so severe that there was no breath left in him. She then said to Elijah, "What have you against
me, O man of God? You have come to me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to cause the
death of my son!" But he said to her, "Give me your son." He took him from her bosom,
carried him up into the upper chamber where he was lodging, and laid him on his own bed.
He cried out to the LORD, "O LORD my God, have you brought calamity even upon the
widow with whom I am staying, by killing her son?" Then he stretched himself upon the
child three times, and cried out to the LORD, "O LORD my God, let this child's life come
into him again." The LORD listened to the voice of Elijah; the life of the child came into him
again, and he revived. Elijah took the child, brought him down from the upper chamber into
the house, and gave him to his mother; then Elijah said, "See, your son is alive." So the
woman said to Elijah, "Now I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the
LORD in your mouth is truth."

Pattern of God: God Brings Life Where There is Death
Where do you see this pattern in this text?
Where else do you see this pattern?



Elijah’s Faith
Believing the impossible

1 Kings 18:20-39

So Ahab sent to all the Israelites, and assembled the prophets at Mount Carmel. Elijah
then came near to all the people, and said, "How long will you go limping with two different
opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him." The people did not
answer him a word. Then Elijjah said to the people, "I, even I only, am left a prophet of the
LORD; but Baal's prophets number four hundred fifty. Let two bulls be given to us; let them
choose one bull for themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it; I
will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it. Then you call on the
name of your god and I will call on the name of the LORD; the god who answers by fire is
indeed God." All the people answered, "Well spoken!" Then Elijah said to the prophets of
Baal, "Choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it first, for you are many; then call on the
name of your god, but put no fire to it." So they took the bull that was given them, prepared
it, and called on the name of Baal from morning until noon, crying, "O Baal, answer us!" But
there was no voice, and no answer. They limped about the altar that they had made. At noon
Elijah mocked them, saying, "Cry aloud! Surely he is a god; either he is meditating, or he has
wandered away, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened." Then
they cried aloud and, as was their custom, they cut themselves with swords and lances until
the blood gushed out over them. As midday passed, they raved on until the time of the
offering of the oblation, but there was no voice, no answer, and no response.

Then Elijah said to all the people, "Come closer to me"; and all the people came closer
to him. First he repaired the altar of the LORD that had been thrown down; Elijah took
twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word
of the LORD came, saying, "Israel shall be your name"; with the stones he built an altar in the
name of the LORD. Then he made a trench around the altar, large enough to contain two
measures of seed. Next he put the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on the
wood. He said, "Fill four jars with water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the wood."
Then he said, "Do it a second time"; and they did it a second time. Again he said, "Do it a
third time"; and they did it a third time, so that the water ran all around the altar, and filled
the trench also with water.

At the time of the offering of the oblation, the prophet Elijjah came near and said, "O
LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in
Israel, that I am your servant, and that I have done all these things at your bidding. Answer
me, O LORD, answer me, so that this people may know that you, O LORD, are God, and
that you have turned their hearts back." Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the
burnt offering, the wood, the stones, and the dust, and even licked up the water that was in
the trench. When all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, "The LORD indeed is
God; the LORD indeed 1s God."



The Prophetic Contest
Prophets of Baal: 450 Strong
Prayed all Morning Long
Couldn’t get a Fire Going
Sacrifice the Best Animals
Even cut themselves
Did it do any good?
Prophet of Yahweh: Elijjah
Brief Prayer
Didn’t Sacrifice a Thing
Pour 4 Jars of Water, 3 times, on his wood
Was he successful?
What was Eljjah’s attitude in this situation?
What was that attitude based on?

Elijah’s Life
Serving God is Demanding and Risky

I Kings 19: 1- 18

Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with
the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, "So may the gods do to me, and
more also, if I do not make your life like the life of one of them by this time tomorrow."
Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to
Judah; he left his servant there.

But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under
a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: "It is enough; now, O LORD, take away
my life, for I am no better than my ancestors." Then he lay down under the broom tree and
fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, "Get up and eat." He looked, and
there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay
down again. The angel of the LORD came a second time, touched him, and said, "Get up and
eat, otherwise the journey will be too much for you." He got up, and ate and drank; then he
went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. At
that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there.

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, "What are you doing here, Elijah?"
He answered, "I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the
sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away."

He said, "Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is
about to pass by." Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and
breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the
wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire,
but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah



heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.
Then there came a voice to him that said, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" He answered, "I
have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left,
and they are seeking my life, to take it away." Then the LORD said to him, "Go, return on
your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king
over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint
Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. Whoever escapes from the
sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill.
Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every
mouth that has not kissed him."

Difficulty of Serving and the Cost of Faithfulness
How did Ahab and Jezebel respond when Baal failed them?
How did Elijah respond when he received Jezebel’s message?
Did God give Elijah a time of rest?
Does Elijah’s story remind you of anyone else?
How is this true for us?

Prayer

Where is God found according to this text?

Next Time:
12 May 2010—People of Faith: Ruth



